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Figure 5. Detail of City of Springfield, Sangamon County, Illinois illustrating the
Carpenter Street project area neighborhood in 1855-56 (Springfield City Directory and
Sangamon County Advertiser 1855-56). Approximate project area is outlined in red.



49

Figure 6. View of the Carpenter Street Underpass project area as illustrated on the 1858
City of Springfield map (Sides 1858). Approximate project area is outlined in red. The
1854 City of Springfield map is very similar—with individual blocks illustrated below.
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Figure 7. General view of Springfield’s Near North Side and the Carpenter Street Underpass project area, as illustrated by an
1867 bird’s eye view. The approximate project area is outlined in red (Ruger 1867).
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Figure 8. The approximate location of the Carpenter Street Underpass project areas as illustrated by the Bird’s Eye View of
Springfield, Illinois (Koch 1873).
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Figure 9. The approximate location of the Carpenter Street Underpass project area as
illustrated by an 1876Map of Springfield (Bird 1876).



53

Figure 10. The Carpenter Street Underpass project area, as outlined over an index map
for the 1884 Sanborn maps of Springfield. The Sanborn maps published this year do not
illustrate the buildings on three blocks locate within the project area. However, they do
note that the southernmost of the blocks within the area (Block 3) contained fifteen frame
dwellings, two brick dwellings, and ten frame barns (Sanborn Map and Publishing
Company 1884).
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Figure 11. The approximate location of the Carpenter Street project area in 1906, as
illustrated on a Block Map of Springfield’s Central Business District (Sanborn Map
Company 1906). This map was produced just two years before the 1908 Springfield Race
Riot, which would devastate the southern end of the project area.
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Figure 12. Black residences and businesses in the Badlands and vicinity in 1892 (Senechal 1990:Map 2.1). The Levee District
and Badlands are outlined blue. The project area is outlined in red.

LEVEE

BADLANDS



56

Figure 13. Black residences in the Badlands and vicinity in 1907 (Senechal 1990:Map 2.2). The Levee District and Badlands
are outlined blue. The project area is outlined in red.
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Figure 14. Photograph taken in the immediate aftermath of the 1908 Springfield Race
Riot, entitled: “Scene on East Madison Street: In the Heart of the Black Belt.” The gutted
houses shown in the background appear to be of brick construction and are 1-1/2 to two-
stories in height. They belie the impression conveyed by contemporary newspaper
accounts that the black housing destroyed in the riot was “huts” or “shacks” (from
Senechal 1990; courtesy of the Illinois State Historical Society).
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Figure 15. Three views of the devastation suffered by black residences in the Badlands
during the 1908 Springfield Race Riot. (TOP) Black firemen hosing off the remains of a
home at an unidentified location within the badlands [It is tempting to think that this is
Block 3.]. (MIDDLE and BOTTOM) Ruins of black residences along East Madison Street
(from Senechal 1990, courtesy of Illinois State Historical library). Similar scenes of
destruction occurred on the southern end of the project area.
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Figure 16. View of “Negro Residence” identified as being located at Ninth and Madison.
However, may actually have been located more mid-block at 915 East Madison Street. A
dwelling of similar size and footprint (two-story I-House with rear ell) is illustrated on the
1896 Sanborn map at this address but is absent from the 1917 Sanborn. The house in
question also had a 1-1/2-story building located to the west it, like that shown here on the
left side of the image. If this assessment is correct, the burned house shown would have
been located on Lot 12, Block 17 of Wells and Pecks’ Addition—the front yard of which is
located within the Carpenter Street Underpass project area. Newspaper accounts discuss
the whole east half of this block as being burned out during the riot
(http://s.wsj.net/public/resources/images/NA-AV352_SPRING_G_20090119210253.jpg).
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Figure 17. Two views of dwellings identified as being located on North Ninth Street. These
homes may be representative of the so-called “Negro Shanties” located on the 300 block of
North Tenth Street (on Block 3 of Whitney’s Addition), which also were targeted during
the riot. The house on the left, with vernacular Gothic elements, would be of comparable
age to some of the houses on Block 3 (late 1840s, early 1850s). Unfortunately, the exact
location of the dwellings shown in these photographs has been able to ascertained
(http://www.epa.state.il.us/black-history/images/photos/sculpture23.jpg and http://www.lib.
niu.edu/1997/ihy42.JPG).
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